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Bounty Land Record of William Yates VAS2067    5 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     7/21/15 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[From bounty land records in the Library of Virginia] 
 
To his Excellency Governor Preston and the Honorable Members of Council 
 The humble petition of William Yates; who stateth that his Father William Yates 
Deceased departed this Life, as he is informed, soon after the Old Revolutionary War between 
Great Britain and America, leaving your petitioner an Infant of tender years, making no provision 
by Will; that administration of the decedent's Estate was granted to Francis Muir Deceased who, 
regardless of your Petitioner's Interest, omitted, or declined seeking into any claim, which the 
said Yates Deceased had against the State of Virginia, or the United States, for services Rendered 
in the Old Revolutionary War.  Your Petitioner begs leave further to state that he hath very lately 
been informed, that his Father had sundry claims against this State and the United States at his 
death all of which appear at this time unsatisfied: and never, until this day had he any certain 
information of his Father's grade: That it is now shown to him, by a Friend, in the 3rd Volume of 
the Journals of Congress, page 130 wherein it appears he was, on the 11th of April 1777 chosen 
by Congress, Deputy Muster-Master General and by a resolve of Congress, the day before, (same 
page) his rank was fixed & settled with that of Lieutenant Colonels in the Army of the United 
States. 
 Under which appointment; accompanied with the certificate, and affidavit, of a 
disinterested and aged Female, sister to your Petitioner's Father, and who transacted business for 
him in his absence, and is knowing to most of his proceedings, your petitioner hopes & trusts, 
that your Honorable Board, will take his claim into consideration, and grant such certificate as 
may appear Just and Equitable agreeable to the nature of his case. 
 And your Petitioner will ever be in duty Bound &c &c 
31st July 1817     S/ William Yates 

      
 
Yates' Petition 
Land Bounty allowed for 3 years as Lieutenant Colonel 
 
I do hereby Certify that my Brother, Colonel William Yates Deceased entered into the service of 
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his Country in the old Revolutionary War, between Great Britain and America some time in the 
year 1775 (soon after the commencement of the War) when at William & Mary College.  That he 
was afterwards promoted (as I understood & believed) to the rank of Deputy Muster-Master 
General = perhaps in the early part of the year 1777.  That he accepted the appointment as I was 
informed, & actually set off very shortly after, from my house, to Charleston, South Carolina, on 
his Tower [tour] of duty, under his appointment.  That he was absent from home, on his first 
Tower, about Twelve months; and after making a short visit to Virginia returned to the southward 
& continued in the Service, nearly to the close of the War.  – Given under my hand this 30th day 
of July 1817 
     S/ Clara Bolling 

      
done witty County to wit 
 Mrs. Clara Bolling aged (as she states) about 67 years, personally appeared before me a 
Justice of the Peace of the aforesaid County; on this present day and made Oath, that the within 
Certificate, respecting the services of her Brother, Colonel William Yates Deceased in the Old 
Revolutionary War, between Great Britain & America, contains the truth to the best of her 
recollection and belief.  Given under my hand this 30th day of July 1817 
      S/ B. Hardaway, JP 
 
By the Books of this Office it does not appear that any Military Land Bounty warrant or warrants 
have issued to William Yates for his services in the Revolutionary War with Great Britain. 
   S John Davenport, Chief Clerk 
    Land Office June 14th, 1817 


