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Petition of James Chappell VAS1977      5 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     5/11/15 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[From Digital Library of Virginia ] Halifax County Legislative Petitions 
 
  To the Honorable the Legislature of Virginia Sitting in the City of Richmond. 
 Your Memorialist James Chappell Humbly Sheweth. 
That he served during the Late American War as Quarter Master to a Corps of volunteers under 
the command of Brigadier General Robert Lawson1 by whom he was appointed and 
Commissioned.  Also as Quarter Master to a Detachment of militia marching from Halifax and 
the bordering Counties, under the command of Colonel Peter Rogers who gave the Appointment 
as will appear by the Evidence is attending this Memorial.  In neither of which cases as your 
Memorialist been Compensated. 
 Your Memorialist begs leave to suggest that his Object in Delaying Application to this 
late day, was owing to the Inconsiderable provision made for such Claims.  Incident to the Low 
State of public resources and Consequent reduced Credit: But as the State of Affairs is happily 
Changed, and finding that Others having served at the same time have been rewarded, I am 
induced to hope that my long waiting will not ultimately Exclude me from those benefits that my 
Countrymen in Similar Circumstances have Enjoyed And the Just reward for faithful Services. 
 By adverting to the Brigade and Regimental Returns it will be found that your 
Memorialist was appointed and did serve as herein stated, And the pay Rolls of some will prove 
that he was not compensated.  Your Memorialist therefore prays that your Honors will consider 
the merit of his Claim and make such Provision for the same as in your Discretion may be 
thought Wise and Just &c and Your Memorialist will ever pray. 
The Claim has not been paid by the State 
S/ J Pendleton 
Auditors Office 24 November '94    S/ James Chappell 

        
N. B.  
 Certificates of the Length of time I served in the two Capacities herewith stated will 
Accompany this. 
      S/ James Chappell 
 
                                                 
1 Robert Lawson VAS850 
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[Reverse] 
Chappell's Petition 
November 18th 1794 
to Claims 
Reasonable 
McKee 
28th Gre 94 
 
Mr. Chappell acting as Quarter Master to the Volunteers under my command has a right by the 
Authority of the Governor & Counsel to draw rations for himself & forage for his Course while 
he is going to & returning from Richmond; during the time he is necessarily employed there on 
the Service of the Volunteer Corps. 
October 9th, 1780   S/ Ro. Lawson 

      
 
This is to certify that James Chappell served as quarter Master and General Lawson's volunteer 
light horse, & his Commission will show the commencement, and was discharged December 4th, 
1780.  Given under my hand this 24th day of July 1793.     
      S/ Joseph Greenhill, Captain 
      of the light Dragoons 

     
 
Halifax County September 13th 1781 
 This is to Certify that James Chappell is appointed to Act as a Quarter Master to the 
Militia under my Command, and he is hereby ordered to attend punctually to his Duty and the 
men to obey his Command as far as required agreeable to his Office. 
Given under my hand this 13th day of September 1781 
     S/ Peter Rogers Colo.  

      
 
Halifax County Sct. 
 I do hereby certify that James Chappell was ordered to march with the Militia from this 
County under the Command of Colonel Rogers, the 10th day of September 1781 to Join the Army 



under the Command of the Marquis de Lafayette, that he marched according to orders, and that 
the Tour of duty was for three months agreeable to the act of Assembly. 
Given under my hand this 23rd day of July 1793 
     S/ John Coleman, late Coty Lt. [County Lieutenant] 

      


