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Petition relating to unnamed Slave1 VAS1958      3 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     5/4/15 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[From Digital Library of Virginia ] Kentucky Counties Legislative Petitions 
 
   To the Hon. the General Assembly of Virginia 
 The humble petition of Nathaniel Henderson Sheweth, that on or about the 11th day of 
September in defending fort Boon [siege of Fort Boonesborough in present Boonesborough 
KY, 7-16 Sep 1778]" in the County of Kentucky against an attempt of the Indians, your 
petitioner had a valuable Negro fellow killed.  – That the said Negro was ordered by the 
Commanding Officer to take a gun and place himself in a dangerous post and to keep watch & 
fire on the Indians which he accordingly did and was killed – That if the said Negro had been 
suffered to remain within his cabin, he could not have been hurt, – That the Loss of so valuable a 
Slave together with the many other losses sustained by Your petitioner in that country, distress 
him very much – Therefore hopes, that the Assembly will order a recompense – And that the 
value of the said Slave may be paid to your petitioner, who as in duty bound shall ever pray &c 
Wmsburg [Williamsburg] November 21st, 1778 S/Nathaniel Henderson 

       
 
[Reverse] 
 
Nathaniel Henderson 
Referred to Claims 
November 24, 1778 
rejected 
to be reported specially 
recommitted 
rejected 
reported December 10th 
Kentucky 

                                                 
1 This slave's MIGHT have been "London."  See, http://nkaa.uky.edu/subject.php?sub_id=32 and search for 
'London."  The source cited is James Rood Robertson, Petitions of the Early Inhabitants of Kentucky to the General 
Assembly of Virginia: 1769 to 1792, Filson Club Publications Number Twenty-Seven, Louisville, Kentucky, 1914, 
printed by John P. Morton & Company. 
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The Deposition of Capt. William Buchanan of lawful Age being first sworn on the Holy 
Evangelist of Almighty God, deposes and says, that in the month of September last Fort Boone 
was attacked by a party of Indians, to the number of about three hundred and forty, at which time 
there was not more than Sixty men in the Fort, including the Garrison Soldiers & all the Settlers: 
that Arms & Ammunition were given to the Negro men in the said Fort, and stationed by the 
Commanding officer in such a manner, so as to make the best defense possible; that a certain 
Negro man the property of Nathaniel Henderson (who was then absent) had taken post on the 
outside of the Fort, as directed by the commander, and in consequence thereof the said Negro 
Fellow was killed by the Indians: the deponent further says that the said Negro was very likely, 
about twenty-four years of Age, and in his opinion worth upwards of Six hundred pounds.  And 
further saith not 
Wmsburg [Williamsburg] November 28th 1778 
Sworn to before 
S/ Edwd. Charlson    S/ W. Buchanan 

       


