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  Transcribed by Will Graves     3/22/15 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[From Digital Library of Virginia ] Williamsburg (City) Legislative papers 
 
   To the Honourable the Speaker & House of Delegates 
 Charles Lynch Humbly sheweth that in May 1777 he presented a Memorial to this house 
setting forth that in May 1776 the Negroes then in the Public gaol [jail] was Ordered to him for 
the purpose of making Salt Petre [saltpeter] and that for his encouragement he should receive 
some sum of Money Out of the Public Treasury not Exceeding 500£ which together with a 
reasonable hire for said Negroes was to be Paid in gun Powder at 6/pd and prayed the house 
would let him know what the hire of said Negroes should be which was accordingly Tabled, and 
that your Memorialist should keep the Negroes until the last Day of November 1778, unless they 
were before removed by order of the General Assembly or the Executive Power.  – Your 
Memorialist now beg leave further to represent that in April last the Negroes were removed by 
the Executive Power to the Lead Mines [probably the Chiswell Lead Mines], which together 
with the incursions of Indians, put it out of his Power to Make any considerable Quantity of Salt 
Petre or Powder.  – Your Memorialist having not paid the whole in Powder Prays that the said 
contract may cease, and that he have Leave to Pay the balance of said Moneys with interest into 
the Public Treasury, as the said Negroes are still wanting for the Lead Mines & your Memorialist 
shall Pray &c 
 
Lynches Memorial referred to proprs [sic] November 917 78 
Referred to Props [?] 
referred to next Session 
(reasonable) 
shall petitioner be allowed 
for 150th [?] Stolen  
have the public discharged 
When was the Memorial presented? 
State the contract with the Convention in 1776 
State the number of Negroes with their hire 
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