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  Transcribed by Will Graves     3/16/15 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[From bounty land records in the Library of Virginia] 
 
I hearby [hereby] [Sertify] Certify that William Watkins Enlisted in the Stat [State] Caveley 
[Cavalry' July 20th [?] 1779 for the war and has served Until April 1783 and is now Discharged. 
 Given under my hand This 30 Day of April 1783 
      S/ Saml Tinsley, Capt. [Samuel Tinsley] 
      L D 

 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
[From: http://digitool1.lva.lib.va.us:8881/R/836AYIJSK8M7Y5EMCKKTJPC9NE7L7PAAUSY
N5XI962NE85Y3SL-02915?func=results-jump-
full&set_entry=000080&set_number=014197&base=GEN01-LVA01 ] 
 
To the General Assembly of Virginia 
 The petition of William Watkins of the County of York, humbly represents, that he 
enlisted early in the war of the revolution, a private in the 2nd company of Light Dragoons, 
commanded by Capt. William Armistead, attached to the State Legion, then under the command 

http://revwarapps.org/
http://revwarapps.org/
http://lva1.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/F/?func=file&file_name=find-b-clas39&local_base=CLAS39
http://digitool1.lva.lib.va.us:8881/R/836AYIJSK8M7Y5EMCKKTJPC9NE7L7PAAUSYN5XI962NE85Y3SL-02915?func=results-jump-full&set_entry=000080&set_number=014197&base=GEN01-LVA01
http://digitool1.lva.lib.va.us:8881/R/836AYIJSK8M7Y5EMCKKTJPC9NE7L7PAAUSYN5XI962NE85Y3SL-02915?func=results-jump-full&set_entry=000080&set_number=014197&base=GEN01-LVA01
http://digitool1.lva.lib.va.us:8881/R/836AYIJSK8M7Y5EMCKKTJPC9NE7L7PAAUSYN5XI962NE85Y3SL-02915?func=results-jump-full&set_entry=000080&set_number=014197&base=GEN01-LVA01


of Lt. Col. Charles Dabney; that he served through the war; that from his ignorance of the course 
in which it was necessary to proceed, he never had his accounts for pay due him audited and 
adjusted; nor has he since received compensation for arrearages of pay due him for those 
services, that the original pay rolls of the company were (he is informed) transmitted to the office 
of the war department in the lists of Washington and destroyed in the conflagration of that office 
in the year 1804 [sic, 1800 & again in 1814] – which circumstance repels any hope of aid in 
adjusting his Claims.  – Bending now under the weight of years, afflicted with complicated 
infirmities, most of them consequences attendant on the exposures incident to active field and 
camp duties; the prime of his youth, devoted to the service of his Country; and now suffering for 
the necessities of life; he approaches your honourable bodies in the humble confidence that the 
War worn soldier of the revolution, will not appeal in vain; that your humanity will not suffer 
him longer to languish in want; or consign him to poverty, to a premature grave.  Your petitioner 
then prays that he may be placed on the pension list, with such pecuniary allowance for his future 
support through the short remnant of life that may be allocated him, – you in your wisdom shall 
deem just, and your benevolence award him; and as in duty, and in gratitude bound, he will ever 
pray &c 
December 1827    S/ Wm Watkins 

        
 
Petition of William Watkins 
December 14th, 1827 
Referred to Claims 
1827 Dir [?]  27th Laid on table 
1828 January for Rejected 
5 Reported 
Th. Griffin 
 
The following documents accompanied the petition of William Watkins, presented to the House 
of Delegates at its December Session 1827 – 
2 Affidavits of Absalom Cox}** 
Do of William Watkins         } Sworn to before Calthorp Howard 
    11th of October 1827 
A Statement from Auditor assigning his reasons for rejecting William Watkins' application for 
pay as a soldier during revolutionary war 
 
[** None of these documents are contained in this file as posted online] 


