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Petition of Mary Ohara [O'Hara] widow of Daniel O'Hara VAS1746 VDT2 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     2/27/15 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[Source: 
http://digitool1.lva.lib.va.us:8881/R/I324CK11U92XA4FVSIH61PKKB4PCBAF12TQAGE39C
MKE9AHXLU-03079?func=results-jump-
full&set_entry=000109&set_number=003302&base=GEN01 ] 
 
To the honorable the Speaker and Gentlemen of the house of Delegates 
 The Petition of Mary Ohara [Mary O'Hara?] Humbly sheweth that she is the unhappy 
Widow of Daniel Ohara a soldier who was killed at the defeat of Col. Buford [Abraham Buford] 
in the late action [Battle of the Waxhaws, May 29, 1780] with the enemy to the southward in 
which engagement was also killed two of her sons, that by them and her husband she when old & 
infirm, with two small children were [to be] supported & maintained, that She was at that time & 
still is far from home in a helpless and destitute situation without money & of our friends, that 
should she be enabled to go home, she then has no probable source of sustaining with any 
sustainable [?] degree of comfort, her husband leaving nothing at his death to support her on, he 
having devoted together with her two sons several of those last years in the service of their 
country in the Army.  Under these very unhappy circumstances your petitioner is increasingly 
alarmed at the future prospect of support for herself & her two helpless children and she has no 
prospect before her eyes but the dreadful [one or more words too faint to discern] of begging a 
living without the interposition of your honorable house.  She therefore humbly begs that you 
will be pleased to take her case under consideration & in your wisdom, goodness, mercy be 
pleased to grant her such temporary or other relief as you shall think necessary & fit.  And Your 
Petitioner in duty bound shall ever pray &c. 
 

Mary Ohara's petition 
December 2nd, 1780 

referred to Trade 
December 6th, 1780 

Reasonable 
Allowed £150 for present 

relief 
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