
Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters 
 

Pension application of John Henley [Henly] VAS1493   vsl 15 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     3/16/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[From rejected pension records in the Library of Virginia] 
 
I Certify that I was well acquainted with John Hinley and do know that he served in the 
Revolution as a Private Soldier under Captain Matthews and served three years or during the 
War.  Given under my hand and seal. 
     S/ Thos. Williams {Seal}

 
[Attested June 30, 1832 in Norfolk County Virginia] 
 
    Petition for Bounty land 
John Henley – Soldier – Continental Line 
 This soldiers name is on the Army Register – He received the sum of £15 – the balance of 
his full pay as soldier. 
 One credible witness proves that John Henley enlisted & served for three years, in the 
Continental Army.  He appears to be entitled to land. 
 If your Excellency should allow bounty land it ought to be for a service of 3 years as 
Soldier in the Continental line. 
     Respectfully submitted 
     John H Smith, Commissioner &c 
     April 18th, 1834 
To his Excellency 
Governor Tazewell 
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   Princess Anne County to wit 
 Personally appeared before me Jonathan Hunter a Justice of the Peace for the said County 
Thomas Bonney who made oath that John Henley was a Soldier of the Virginia State line during 
the War of the Revolution and was in service three years and was Honorable discharged, and I 
certify that Thomas Bonney is worthy of credit.  Given under my hand this [illegible] day of 
February 1832 
     S/ Jon Hunter, JP 
 
I Thomas Bonney1 of Princess Anne County do hereby certify that I was well acquainted with 
John Henley of said County.  I recollect distinctly of his enlisting in the regular service in the 
revolutionary war about the year 1777 he went from this County to the North I understood from 
him when he came home which was after the siege of York, that he held the office of Sergeant 
whilst he was at the North.  I know he enlisted for three years and he did not return home within 
three years, from the time he went away.  I saw him frequently after he came home and 
conversed with him about the war.  I lived about six miles from him he was raised in the County 
where I was born and raised at.  I had frequent opportunities of seeing him after he came home 
from the North.  I was in a volunteer company with him after he came home.  I was not in the 
regular service myself.  I am now drawing sixty dollars per year as a pension for my services in 
the revolutionary war.  As witness my hand and seal this the 5th day of June A.D. 1832 
     S/ Thomas Bonney, X his mark 
 
[pp 9-10: last will and testament of John Henley of Princess Anne County Virginia; he names 
wife Francis [sic, Frances]; grandchild Jennet Henley daughter of William Henley to whom he 
leaves a Negro woman named Rose; son Johnson Henley to whom he leaves a Negro woman 
named Sarah; to his afflicted daughter Polly Henley he left a Negro man named America; son 
Edward to whom he left his plantation where he now lives together with his son's choice of the 
testator's guns; son James to whom he left one Negro girl named Judah and he to have second 
choice of the testator's guns.  The will was probated in Princess Anne County Virginia July 7th, 
1817.] 
 
[pp 12-15: Power of attorney dated January 19, 1832 signed by Johnson, Edward and James 
Henley 

 

                                                 
1 Thomas Bonney S6688 
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