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Pension application of Ptolemy Harsborough VAS1425   vsl 6 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     2/25/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[From rejected pension records in the Library of Virginia] 
 
The Heirs of Ptolemy Harsborough asked that they may be allowed the proportion of land 
allowed a soldier who enlisted for three years in the Revolutionary War & who died while in 
service. 
Rejected 9th of July 1834 
 
      Petition for Bounty Land 
The Heirs of Ptolemy Harsborough – soldier Continental line 
 Two Respectable witnesses to wit Hezekiah Hargrove and George Purvis testify that they 
were well acquainted with Ptolemy Harsborough; that he enlisted in the regular Army under 
Captain Samuel J Cabell [Samuel Jordan Cabell]; at the commencement of the Revolutionary 
war, for three years; that he marched away with the said company & never returned home.  – 
They understood, he died in the service. 
 This claim seems to be well sustained by proofs. 
    Respectfully submitted 
    S/ John H Smith, Commissioner &c 
 
The Deposition of Hezekiah Hargrove who is a native Virginian. 
 The affiant says that he was well acquainted with Ptolemy Harsborough who enlisted in 
the Regular Army under Colonel Samuel J Cabell, then Captain Samuel J Cabell, who raised a 
Company of Regular soldiers about the commencement of the Revolutionary War.  Said 
Harsborough enlisted for the term of 3 years.  He always understood that said Harsborough died 
in the service but whether he was slain by the enemy or sickened and died he never learned. 
     S/ Hezekiah Hargrove1 

      
[Attested May 29, 1834 in Nelson County Virginia] 

                                                 
1 Probably the same man as Hezekiah Hargrove S5481 
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The Deposition of George Purvis 
 This affiant says that he was acquainted with Ptolemaic Harsborough who enlisted as a 
regular soldier for the term of 3 years under Colonel Samuel J Cabell, then Captain Samuel J 
Cabell, sometime about the commencement of the Revolutionary War.  The term for which said 
Harsborough enlisted was 3 years.  He marched away with the Company & never returned.  He 
understood that he died in the service but whether slain in battle by the enemy or whether from a 
spell of sickness he never understood. 
       S/ George Purvis2 

        
[Attested May 29, 1834 in Nelson County Virginia] 

                                                 
2 Probably the same man as George Purvis W2691 
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