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Bounty Land Warrant information relating to William Johnson VAS1251  vsl 2VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      1/6/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[From bounty land records in the Library of Virginia] 
 
These are to Certify that William Johnson Enlisted in the Navy of this State as and Able Seaman 
on the 16th of January 1777 and served the term of three years – 
 Given under my hand this first day December 1783 
     S/ Ja. Barron [James Barron]1 
     C. S. N. 
[A Copy] 

                                                 
1 BARRON, JAMES VA Commodore, Virginia Navy James Barron was born in 1740, [NOAR, 16] in Elizabeth 
City County, Virginia. He served in the transatlantic merchant service before the war, sailing the ship Elizabeth from 
Virginia to London and back. [NDAR, I, 1387-1394] He was commissioned as a Captain of Virginia Militia 
[NOAR, 17] and, according to his son, entered Virginia naval service on 25 December 1775. [Stewart, 146] On 4 
March 1776 he was serving aboard the Virginia Navy [Sloop]  Liberty. Together with Captain Richard Barron of the 
Virginia Navy [Sloop] Patriot he recaptured the British Transport Ship Oxford. On 11 September 1776 he and 
Richard Barron were ordered to protect transport vessels taking troops down Chesapeake Bay to the Virginia Capes. 
[NOAR, 17] Barron later served as Commodore of the Virginia Navy, commissioned July 1780, [Stewart, 146] to 7 
April 1783. He died on 14 May 1787, still acting as Commodore. [Stewart, 146] 
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