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Pension application of John Johnson VAS1236    vsl 5VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     1/2/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[From rejected pension records in the Library of Virginia] 
 
Virginia: Charlotte County to wit: 
 I do Certify that I was acquainted with "John Johnston" late of Charlotte, in the 
Revolutionary War; and know the fact, that in the early part of the spring 1776 he enlisted as a 
soldier under Captain Brent [perhaps John Brent] to serve for the period of three years and was 
attached to the 4th Virginia Regiment on Continental establishment, commanded by Colonel 
Lawson [Robert Lawson] and General Stevens [Edward Stevens].  Some short time after 
enlistment, he was made Sergeant in the company, and continued to act in that capacity until his 
term of enlistment expired, and was regularly discharged – these facts come within my own 
personal knowledge, being a soldier of the Continental line at the time.  I am in the 78th year of 
my age, and now a Pensioner of the United States. 
      S/ William P Hamlett1 

       
[Attested in Charlotte County Virginia January 1, 1838 by Cornelius Barnes JP] 
 
Virginia, Charlotte County to wit: 
 I do hereby certify that I was well acquainted with John Johnson late of Charlotte in the 
Revolutionary War, being attached to the same company and Regiment; and know the fact as 
coming within my personal knowledge, being with him the whole time that he enlisted in the 
spring of 1776 under Captain Brent for three years, and was attached to the 4th Virginia Regiment 
on Continental establishment, commanded by Colonel Lawson and General Stevens.  He was 
afterwards made Sergeant in the Company and served as such until the expiration of his term of 
enlistment, and was regularly discharged from service.  I am in the 89th year of my age, and was 
a soldier of the Continental line. 
       S/ William Vaughan2 

        
[Attested in Charlotte County Virginia January 3, 1838 by William Dupree, JP] 

                                                 
1 William P. Hamlett S13305 
2 William Vaughan S14754 
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To his Excellency the Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
 The Memorial of the Heirs and legal Representatives of John Johnson late of Charlotte 
County, Virginia, who was a soldier and Sergeant of the State line of Virginia on Continental 
establishment in the war of the Revolution: Respectfully Sheweth: 
 That your memorialist have no personal knowledge of the services of the said John 
Johnson in the Revolutionary War, being too young at the time – 
 That the said John Johnson in the County of Charlotte enlisted in the early part of the 
year 1776 as a soldier under Captain John Brent, to serve for the period of three years, and was 
attached to the 4th Virginia Regiment on Continental establishment commanded by Colonel 
Lawson and General Stevens – That shortly after enlistment, he was made Sergeant in the 
company, and continued as such until his term of enlistment expired, when he received an 
Honorable discharge, and returned home.  All of which will more readily appear by reference to 
the accompanying certificates of respectable soldiers who served with him in the same company 
and Regiment, and had the best opportunity of knowing the fact – 
 Your memorialist further state, that the name of the said John Johnson as Sergeant will be 
found on the Roll of the Continental Army, by reference thereto.  That the said John Johnson as 
Sergeant never drew Land Bounty in his lifetime, nor has his heirs or legal representatives since 
his death. 
 Your Memorialist, therefore, humbly pray, that they as the Heirs and legal 
representatives, may be granted the usual quantity of Land, allowed by law, to a Sergeant of the 
State line of Virginia on Continental establishment, for a service of 3 years, pursuant to the laws 
of Virginia in such cases made and provided – And as in duty bound, shall ever pray &c 
     S/ Richard Cox 
     S/ Rebecca Cox 

      
[Attested in Charlotte County Virginia November 6, 1837 by John D Richardson, JP] 
 
[Note: the file is stamped "Rejected DC" with no explanation as to why it was rejected.] 


