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  Transcribed by Will Graves      11/17/13 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
  
[From bounty land records in the Library of Virginia] 
 
The Deposition of John Lowry of Lancaster County [Virginia] the said Lowry deposeth and saith 
that Edwin Kent a midshipman in the Virginia State Navy during the revolution that he served 
during the war in the said Navy to the knowledge of the said John Lowry and further this 
deponent saith not. 
     S/ John Lowry 

      
[Acknowledged in Lancaster County Virginia January 2, 1832] 
 
 The Deposition of Mrs. Sally Finley of the County of Lancaster State of Virginia taken 
the 7th day of March 1838. 
 This deponent after being first duly sworn deposeth and saith that she is in her eighty 
ninth year of her age.  That she well recollects that Mid: Edwin Kent of said County was in the 
service at least 4 or 5 years during the Revolutionary War.  That after the said Kent returned 
home after the close of the war – he married a Miss Mima Chilton who had several daughters at 
the time of his marriage and by the said marriage the said Kent left three sons viz. Jesse Kent, 
Ludowick and Joel Kent; – The said Jesse intermarried with Frances Brook he died about 1815 
leaving two children viz. Beverly Kent and Edward Kent both of whom are now of Lancaster 
County.  Ludowick & Joel Kent brothers of the said Jesse died intestate without issue. 
 This deponent further saith that the said Ed Kent who was in the War of the Revolution 
was her uncle – and further this deponent saith not. 
As witness my hand and seal this 7th day of March 1838 
      S/ Benjamin Waddy, Clerk 
 
 This is to Certify, That it appears from a List in this Office of such Officers and Soldiers 
of the Virginia State Line, during the Revolutionary War, as settled their Accounts, and received 
Certificates for the balance of their Full Pay, according to an Act of Assembly, passed the 
November Session 1781, that a Certificate issued on the 13th day of April 1784, in the name of 
Edwin Kent, as a Midshipman for £4.0.9, which Certificate appears to have been delivered to 
Thomas Pollard and was given for services prior to the 1st January 1782. 
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   Given under my hand, at the Auditor's Office, Richmond, this  
   12th day of March 1838. 
    S/ Jas E. Heath, AUDITOR 
  
The Governor of Virginia 
Your petitioners Beverly and Edward Kent grown children and heirs at law of Midshipman 
Edwin Kent of the Virginia State Navy during the War of the Revolution respectfully sheweth 
 That their ancestor entered the service at an early period of the revolution and remained 
in said service long enough to be entitled to the proportion of Bounty Land usually allowed a 
Midshipman in the Navy of the State and that they have never received any bounty in land on 
account of the military services nor do they believe that he ever did in his lifetime. 
 Your petitioners respectfully asked that you will grant the bounty land to them as the 
legitimate heirs and representatives of the said Ed Kent for three years service as a Midshipman 
in the Virginia State Navy 
 And your petitioners shall ever pray 
[the image of this document cuts off at the bottom thereof at this point so that the actual 
signatures of the petitioners do not appear on the documents as posted online] 


