
Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements
 

Pension Application of Massey Medaris [McDavis?] S9410 
   Transcribed by Will Graves 7/5/06 
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State of North Carolina, County of Guilford 

On this 20th day of November AD 1832 personally appeared in open court before 
the court of pleas and quarter sessions for the county & state aforesaid (being a court of 
record) Massy C. Medaris aged Seventy Seven years and then was, a resident of the 
county of Guilford and state aforesaid who being first duly sworn according to law doeth 
on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of 
Congress passed 7th of June 1832—that he entered the service of the United States under 
the following named officers and served as follows—Some time in the summer of 1780, 
he became a volunteer in the county of Chatham in which County he then resided under 
Col. Littrell [Luttrell?] & Capt. Richardson and was marched from the barracks near 
Chatham Court house for the purpose of joining the Southern army under Genl Gates. He 
was marched to Cole's bridge on Drowning Creek where seven men from each of the 
three companies under Col. Littrell [Luttrell?] were detached to remain at that place and 
collect beef and provisions, and establish a store for the supply of the army. This 
declarant was one of the seven detached from Capt. Richardson's company, and remained 
at Cole's bridge till after Gates' defeat at Camden. The rest of his company went on to the 
South, and many returned as a company to his knowledge. After Gates defeat, this 
declarant and the company with him marched back in Chatham County to Ramsey's Mills 
where they were past under the command of Col. Ramsey & Capt Gregory. From 
Ramsey's Mills, he was marched by Col. Ramsey, down into the country of Wake & 
Granville with two hundred & fifty head of cattle and a large number of hogs which Col. 
Wade had brought on from SC. The object of taking this circuitous route was to prevent 
these provisions from falling into the hands of the British army which was at that time 
lying at Hillsboro. In the county of Granville this declarant to posting with the rest of Col. 
Ramsey's men was joined by Genl Eaton with forces going to join the army of Genl 
Greene, with whom he marched to the High Rock where he joined Greene's Army. From 
this place this affiant was marched with Genl Greene's army to the old iron works where 
he was discharged two days before the battle of Guilford. 

This declarant volunteering for the term of three months, but actually was in 
service at this time for upwards of seven months before he was discharged. 

This declarant again entered the service of the United States under the command 
of Genl Butler & Capt Clark shortly after the battle of Guilford. On account of the British 
army having passed through this country and during this time of their continuance in the 
country the Tories became very much insubordinate, and committed a great many 
outrages. This declarant at this time volunteered for the purpose [of] resisting the Tories 
and putting an end to their outrages. From Chatham Court house he was marched to 
Crow's ford on Haw River. The Tories but a short time before had taken the town of 
Hillsboro, from which place they retired to Lindley's mill on Cain [sic, Cane] Creek. 
About two hours before day, this declarant marched with two hundred & fifty volunteers 
with him from Crow's ford to attack the Tories on Cain Creek. In this engagement the 
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Tories to the number of seven hundred were defeated with loss of one hundred men & 
completely dispersed. The loss of the Whigs being only Seventeen. The success of this 
attack was chiefly owing to the skill and good management of Col Mebane an officer of 
the Continental army, who had been previously taken prisoner by the British, and was 
about this time passing through that section of country to join Genl Greene's Southern 
army. Hearing of the intended expedition against the Tories, and being fond of the sport, 
he took command of this expedition which ended as above stated. Shortly after this 
engagement this declarant went under the command of the same officers in pursuit of a 
band of Tories who had taken Chatham Court house, and afterwards retired down toward 
cross creek now Fayetteville. At Rock Fish this declarant and the forces with him joined 
Genl Rutherford with fifteen hundred men, and was marched by him down into the low 
country where he remained for a considerable time in scouring the Raft Swamp, the 
swamp on Drowning Creek, the Brown Marsh &c. At a place called the Three bridges or 
Seven [? Swan?] bridges, a slight skirmish took place with Tories and the light horse of 
Genl Rutherford. On account of the considerable forces of Genl Rutherford which very 
much intimidated the Tories, they were unwilling to encounter him so that no 
engagement of any note took place. This affiant was involved in excursions of [a] similar 
[sort] from the time of turning out as above mentioned till the end of this war, with the 
privilege only of returning home for a few days only. 

This declarant was born in Essex County in Virginia from which place his brother 
after the death of his father moved him to Chatham County NC when he was quite young. 
He does not know in what year he was born, the family record of his age having been as 
he has been informed destroyed. About six or seven years after the war this declarant 
moved into the county of Guilford where he has ever since that time resided. 

He never received any written discharge from service at any time that he has now 
any recollection of. 

He is known in his neighborhood to the Rev. Travis Jones, James Nelson, Esqr, 
James McNeary, Esqr & Philip Jones who can testify to his character for veracity and 
their belief of his services as a soldier of the Revolution. 

He hereby relinquishes any claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the 
pursuant and declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any state. 

Sworn to and subscribed this day and year aforesaid 
S/ A.E. Hanour 

S/ Massey C. Medaris, x his mark 
 

State of North Carolina, County of Guilford 
Personally appeared before me the undersigned a justice of the peace for Guilford 

County in the State of North Carolina Massy C. Medaris who being duly sworn deposeth 
& saith, that by reason of old age and the consequent loss of memory he cannot swear 
positively to the precise length of his service but according to the best of his recollection 
he served not less than the periods mentioned below and in the following grades 

For 7 months as a private at one time 
For 5 months as a private in another tour 

and for such service I claim a pension 
Sworn to & Subscribed   S/ Massy C Medaris, x his mark 
JA Midans AJP 


